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Acknowledgement of Country

Kaurna Country: Kirrawirra Parri – Kaurna Warra Pintyanthi / Torrens River

On Kulin Country, Waring - Wombat 
Season is from April-July
Cool, rainy days follow misty mornings. 
The time of highest rainfall and lowest 
temperatures.
Waring (wombats) emerge to bask and 
graze in the sunshine.
Bulen-bulen (Superb Lyrebird) males 
perform their courtship displays.
Hearts of Kombadik (Soft Tree-ferns) 
are the major food when no fruits are 
available.
Days are short and nights are long.
The constellation of Sagittarius rises in 
the southeast after sunset, indicating 
the mid-point of cold weather.

Waring-Wombat (Vombatidae sp.) Source: Museums Victoria Photo: Karina H.McInnes

Niina Marni

We acknowledge with gratitude and respect 
the Kaurna Peoples as custodians of the 
land on which we are meeting today and pay 
our respects to Elders: past, present and 
emerging.

I extend that respect to First Nations people 
who are present today.
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Presentation Overview
• Giving feedback
• Terms of reference for the review
• The review process
• The structure of the Arts – existing and proposed
• Foundation
• Proposed First Nations content in The Arts 
• Viewpoints
• Examples of Knowledge and Skills
• Key terms
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https://www.australiancurriculum.ed
u.au/consultation

• Complete the survey
• As an individual
• As a professional 

association
• As an arts team

• Consider
• Proposed changes that you 

like
• Concerns about proposed 

changes
• Implementation resources 

you think teachers may 
need

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/consultation
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Alice Springs (Mparntwe) Education Declaration

A curriculum for all

‘Our vision is for a world class education system that encourages 
and supports every student to be the very best they can be, no 
matter where they live or what kind of learning challenges they 
may face’.

http://www.educationcouncil.edu.au/Alice-Springs--Mparntwe--Education-Declaration.aspx

http://www.educationcouncil.edu.au/Alice-Springs--Mparntwe--Education-Declaration.aspx
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The overall aim is to improve the F-10 
Australian Curriculum by refining, realigning 
and decluttering the content of the curriculum 
within its existing structure.

In particular, the review aims to:
• Refine and reduce the amount of content to focus on 

core concepts
• Improve the quality of content descriptions and 

achievement standards 

• Rationalise and improve content elaborations

• Improve the digital presentation of the Australian Curriculum

The review will be undertaken concurrently in all eight 
learning areas and from Foundation to Year 10.

Content changes will not necessarily be of the same scale or 
magnitude across the learning areas and years of schooling.Aims of 

the review

Image: Freepik.com
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Achievement standards describe the expected standard of 
learning students should typically be able to demonstrate by 
the end of the year or band. 

Content descriptions specify the essential knowledge, 
understandings and skills that students are expected to learn, 
and teachers are expected to teach in each year or band.

Content elaborations support the content descriptions and 
are optional elements of the Australian Curriculum. They 
provide teachers with suggestions and illustrations of ways to 
teach the content.

Strands and sub-strands – This content is organised under 
strands and in some cases, sub-strands. 

Current structure
for the Australian Curriculum

Organisation of content Three dimensions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Australian Curriculum is a curriculum framework for implementation in a broad range of contexts.States and territories have responsibility for implementation of the curriculum ACARAs monitoring reports provide an overview of how the curriculum is being implemented in each state and territory.
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Advisory structure
for the review

ACARA's Learning 
Area Review Teams

ACARA curriculum
specialists working with 
seconded and co-opted 
subject matter experts
and practitioners

Curriculum Reference Group Teacher Reference Group

English

Technologies

Languages

Health/Physical Education

The Arts

Humanities/ Social Science

Science

Maths

F-6 Primary

New reference groups
established for review

Ongoing review team 
engagement and 
consultation with subject
professional associations,
academics and other 
subject-specific experts
and groups

ACARA’s Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander

Advisory Group

ACARA’s
Students with Disability

Advisory Group

ACARA’s F-12 
Curriculum Reference
Group and Curriculum

Directors Group

https://www.acara.edu.au/curriculu
m/curriculum-review

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ACARA curriculum review team with co-opted helpConsultation and engagement through:ACARA’s existing advisory groups and mechanismsNew teacher and curriculum reference groups – for each learning area and for F-6Subject matter professional associations, teacher unions, academics, principal and parent groups and other stakeholders will be extensively engaged and consulted throughout the review in ways appropriate to each learning area. Decision-making by:ACARA Board and Education Council

https://www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/curriculum-review
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Learning
area review 

Curriculum Review Process 
(version 1.0, August 2020)

Curriculum Review Guidelines 
(version 1.0, February 2021)

Activity 1
Program of research 

review

Activity 2
Conceptual 

framework review

Activity 3
Structural framework 

review

Activity 4
Content reduction and 

realignment review

Activity 5 and 6
Content description 
and achievement 
standard review

Activity 7
Content elaborations 

review

Activity 8
Year/Band Level 

review

Activity 9
Introductory section 
and glossary review

Activity 10
Curriculum support 

resources

Key activities

https://www.acara.edu.au/docs/default-source/curriculum/curriculum-review-process-paper-31-august-2020.pdf
https://www.acara.edu.au/docs/default-source/curriculum/curriculum-review-process-paper-31-august-2020.pdf
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BACKGROUND
Alice Springs (Mparntwe) Education 
Declaration

RESEARCH
• Shape Paper
• Research of other school curricula

• Singapore
• New Zealand
• British Columbia
• Finland

• OECD studies

FEEDBACK
• Monitoring reports
• Critical friend groups
• Curriculum reference group
• Teacher reference group

References from acara.edu.au:
Curriculum Review
Research and reports
Monitoring reports

https://www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/curriculum-review
https://www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/research-and-reports
https://www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/monitoring-reports
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CORE CONCEPTS
Core concepts are the big ideas, understandings, 
skills or processes that are central to a learning area.

• They anchor a coherent curriculum

• They do not add an additional layer to the curriculum 
structure

• They are a system for reviewing the curriculum, to 
provide clarity and direction

STRANDS
Structural units are organised as ‘strands’ and ‘sub-
strands’.

• The largest structural unit is a strand

• Strands may be divided into sub-strands. (sub-
strands are not used in The Arts curriculum)

Core Concepts - Strands
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Existing Structure

• No graphic representation
• No core concepts
• Making and Responding are the strands 

that organise the content, but are not 
seen on the website curriculum page

• Making and Responding are described 
as being inter-related

• Achievement standards and content 
descriptions are the mandated parts of 
the curriculum

• Elaborations, examples of knowledge 
and skills and viewpoints are suggestions 
only and support teachers in unpacking 
the content

• Graphic representation
• Core concepts – still not seen on the 

website curriculum page
• Students learn by making and responding
• Students learn as artist and as audience

• Strands to organise the content 
• Exploring and Connecting
• Developing Skills, practice and ideas
• Creating
• Sharing and Communicating

• Achievement standards and content 
descriptions are the mandated parts of the 
curriculum

• Elaborations, examples of knowledge and 
skills and viewpoints are suggestions only 
and support teachers in unpacking the 
content

Proposed Structure
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https://youtu.be/1rUOWns1Htk

https://youtu.be/1rUOWns1Htk
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Australian Curriculum: The Arts current structure

The key ideas, principles and constructs that underpin AC: The Arts are
• making and responding as inter-related strands
• learning as artist and as audience
• using Viewpoints as an inquiry tool
• threads that inform organisation of the content

Content 
description

F – 6 Content 
description

7–10

1st Exploring ideas and improvising with ways 
to represent ideas

1st Exploring ideas and improvising with ways to 
represent ideas

2nd Manipulating and applying the 
elements/concepts with intent

2nd Developing understanding of practices 3rd Developing and refining understanding of skills 
and techniques

4th Structuring and organising ideas into form
3rd Sharing artworks through performance, 

presentation or display
5th Sharing artworks through performance, 

presentation or display
4th Responding to and interpreting artworks 6th Analysing and reflecting upon intentions

7th Responding to and interpreting artworks

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/structure/

Revised core concepts 
and strands are drawn 
and refined from the 

existing structure 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/structure/
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GUIDE TO REVISED CONTENT DESCRIPTIONS
• structural flow is refined
• four strands used across the five subjects to focus on essential content

Exploring and 
connecting

Developing skills, 
practice and ideas

Creating Sharing and 
communicating

F-10 
CD 1
Exploration from multiple 
perspectives, making 
connections with ideas, 
practitioners, work, cultures 
and communities (worlds)

CD2 NEW at F-6
Connecting learning in AC: TA 
with OIs in the A&TSI CCP

F-6
CD 3
Experimenting and 
developing subject-specific 
skills for making and 
responding

F-6
CD 4

Creating work

F-6
CD 5

Sharing work and interacting 
with audiences

7-10
CD 7

Sharing work and interacting 
with audiences

7-10
CD 3
Experimenting  with and 
developing subject-specific 
skills and knowledge, working 
with ideas and materials
CD 4
Experimenting with 
techniques and processes for 
interpreting /planning / 
structuring work 

7-10
CD 5
Identifying intentions for work 
Interpreting, planning, 
designing, structuring work

CD 6
Creating, refining and 
rehearsing work

Teachers can use the 
new website functionality 
to reorganise the Strand 

presentation 
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A coherent 
and clear foundation year

English Maths Science HASS HPE The Arts Technologies Languages

Achievement 
standards

Lorem ipsum dolor 
sit amet, sed do 
eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore 
et dolore magna 
aliqua enim ad 
minim veniam.

Lorem ipsum dolor 
sit amet, sed do 
eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore 
et dolore magna 
aliqua enim ad 
minim veniam.

Lorem ipsum dolor 
sit amet, dolor in 
reprehenderit in 
velit esse laboris.

Lorem ipsum dolor 
sit amet, elit, sed 
do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore 
et dolore magna 
aliqua aute irure.

Lorem ipsum dolor 
sit amet incididunt 
ut labore et dolore.

Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet 
tempor.

Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet.

Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet.

Content 
descriptions

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
…….
32

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

1
2
3
4
5
6

1
2
3
4

1
2
3
4
5

1
2
3

Content for the 
Foundation Year 

separated from content 
for Years 1-2 in The Arts, 

Languages and 
Technologies
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Revised structure: separate curriculum for FOUNDATION
The Arts

Achievement 
standard

By the end of the Foundation students use play, imagination, arts knowledge and 
skills to create and share arts works in different forms. They communicate their 
observations, responses, ideas or feelings about arts works and arts experiences 
they encounter at school, home or in communities. 

Strands Exploring and 
connecting

Developing skills, 
practice and ideas Creating Sharing and 

communicating

Content 
descriptions

Explore the ways the 
arts communicate ideas 
and meanings for 
people and 
communities

Use play, imagination, 
arts knowledge and skills 
to discover possibilities 
and develop ideas

Create arts works that 
communicate ideas.

Share their arts works and 
ideas about arts and 
cultural experiences with 
audiences.
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Connecting learning in AC: The Arts with the Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander histories and cultures Cross-curriculum priority

18

The Arts Consultation Curriculum identifies content that connects with the proposed 
organising ideas for CCP and uses content elaborations to illustrate culturally 
appropriate approaches for delivering this content. The revised approach
• reveals and showcases First Nations Australians’ Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music and Visual 

Arts
• privileges First Nations Australians’ voice and perspective/viewpoints
• provides opportunities to critique bias, omissions and barriers regarding First Nations 

Australians in The Arts
• celebrates First Nations Australians arts successes of the past, present, and future
• explores and incorporates Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property protocols as they relate

to Arts curriculum content
• guides and supports educators in culturally appropriate interactions with First Nations 

Australian cultural practices and expressions
• encourages collaboration with First Nations Australian practitioners/knowledge holders and 

cultural authorities 

https://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/programs-and-resources/Protocols-for-using-First-Nations-Cultural-and-Intellectual-Property-in-the-Arts/
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Draft content in AC: TA to enable direct connections to the A&TSI CCP

19

Connection 
to proposed 
OI and focus:

1-2: recognise diversity of cultural 
expressions OI 1, OI 4

3-4: understand how connection to 
and responsibility for Country/Place, 
Culture and People can be expressed 
OI 1, OI 4, OI 5

5-6: explore how culture is 
maintained, continued and 
revitalised OI 1, OI 4, OI 6

Proposed 
content 
descriptions

identify ways First Nations Australians use 
cultural expressions to communicate 
connection to and responsibility for 
Country/Place

describe how First Nations Australians use 
cultural expressions to communicate their 
connection to and responsibility for 
Country/Place, Culture and People

explore and discuss ways that First Nations 
Australians are maintaining, continuing and 
revitalising culture

Connection to 
Proposed OI 
and focus:

7-8: respect copyright and Indigenous Cultural Intellectual 
Property (ICIP)* OI 4, OI 6,

9-10: challenging, entrenching and celebrating 
multiple perspectives of Australia’s identity OI 2, OI 7, 
OI 9

Proposed 
content 
descriptions

research and apply best practice for selecting and using material in arts 
works considering copyright and Indigenous Cultural Intellectual Property 
laws and protocols

investigate the ways that contemporary arts and cultural 
expressions challenge, entrench and celebrate multiple perspectives 
of Australia's identity over time.

Australia Council for the Arts: ICIP protocols

https://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/programs-and-resources/Protocols-for-using-First-Nations-Cultural-and-Intellectual-Property-in-the-Arts/
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Revised Elaborations CD#2: 5-6 
investigate and discuss 
ways First Nations 
Australians maintain, 
continue and revitalise 
culture 

(AC9AMA6E02) 

exploring how context influences the characters, stories and values portrayed in media artworks; for example, 
comparing TV representations of family; discussing the role of media artworks in sharing cultural information about a 
group of people and their spirituality, and enhancing the value placed on people and the environment 
(AC9AMA6E02_E1) 

exploring, for example, by talking with First Nations Australians or accessing approved published resources about 
how and why cultural expressions and media arts works are critical for sharing maintaining, continuing and 
revitalising cultures (AC9AMA6E02_E2) 

identifying examples that illustrate how cultural expressions change over time, for example by using available 
resources published by First Nations Australians’ communities and organisations (AC9AMA6E02_E3) 

investigating the ways that a diverse range of First Nations Australians’ media artists embed themselves and their 
communities in media arts works in a range of representative forms as a visual declaration of identity, storytelling 
and resilience in the form of visibility, for example exploring representations of First Nations Australians as 
superheroes in comics, popular culture and television (AC9AMA6E02_E4) 
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Support resources: Glossary and EoKS, CCP pages
investigate and 
discuss ways First 
Nations Australians 
maintain, continue 
and revitalise culture 

(AC9AMA6E02) 

exploring, for example, by talking with First Nations Australians or accessing approved published resources about 
how and why cultural expressions and media arts works are critical for sharing maintaining, continuing and 
revitalising culture

• Underlined terms will be glossed

• Sample viewpoints questions will be included in the EoKS for each Arts subject

• ACARA will continue to provide resources such as Supporting documentation

• States and territories will continue to provide implementation resources

• Cultural organisations will continue to provide resources

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/resources/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-histories-and-cultures/
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Revised Elaborations: 7 – 8
research and apply best 
practice for selecting 
and using material in 
media arts works 
considering copyright 
and Indigenous Cultural 
Intellectual Property 
laws and protocols 

(AC9AMA8E02) 

identifying what copyright and Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property protocols are and engaging in 
activities that help them understand how to make ethical choices and empathise with content creators and story 
owners such as investigating issues relating to copyright and appropriation and examining their impact on media 
artists, culture, communities and audiences considering for example institutions that enable and constrain media 
production, using Viewpoints to generate inquiry questions such as “Whose story is it?”, “Is this my story to share 
or should I ask permission to tell it?” or “What is stealing” (AC9AMA8E02_E1) 

investigating an example of cultural appropriation that has been before the courts, identifying breaches to the 
protocols for using First Nations Australians’ cultural and intellectual property in the arts, and planning how to 
accommodate these protocols in their own media arts practice (AC9AMA8E02_E2) 

investigating examples of how media artists ensure their legal and moral obligations are met when selecting and 
using First Nations Australians’ cultural material to develop and create contemporary work, for example by 
accessing information about how media artists go about obtaining permission to use cultural material that belongs 
to a collective or a cultural group rather than an individual to create new work (AC9AMA8E02_E3) 
collaboratively constructing a set of guidelines to promote safe, ethical, legal and responsible media use, for 
example, guidelines that will assist decision-making about whether or not ideas from existing cultural expressions
can be used when developing a new work (AC9AMA8E02_E4) 

recognising how to select and use historical materials that accurately communicate First Nations Australians’ 
perspectives such as their resilience in response to the impacts of colonisation as material for including in media 
arts works (AC9AMA8E02_E5) 
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Revised Elaborations: 9 – 10 (sample, applied for each subject)

evaluate the ways 
that contemporary 
media arts works 
and cultural 
expressions 
challenge, 
entrench and 
celebrate multiple 
perspectives of 
Australia's identity 
over time 

(AC9AMA10E02) 

comparing and critiquing ways contemporary media artists use their practice to challenge, entrench, and 
celebrate influences on Australia's identity and present multiple ways of understanding, considering 
perspectives about Australia as an invaded and colonised nation or a nation that developed from a 
peaceful settlement (AC9AMA10E02_E1) 
exploring the ways that contemporary First Nations Australians media artists use their practice to 
communicate ideas, messages and lived experiences to the broader community about issues such as 
identity, land rights, racism, family, stolen generation or dispossession (AC9AMA10E02_E2) 
analysing personal meaning, political statements, critical theories, and emotions in First Nations 
Australian and non-First Nations Australian contemporary media arts and cultural expressions
(AC9AMA10E02_E3) 
examining the ideology or philosophical viewpoint of a media products such as music videos, feature 
films, community service announcements, advertisements or news reports depicting First Nations 
Australians’ histories and cultures and evaluating the potential impact on audiences and relationships 
(AC9AMA10E02_E4) 
understanding the ways that media arts provide a voice for marginalised groups, such as First Nations 
Australians through media institutions and forms such as film, television and online media platforms, 
considering how media arts can privilege the voices of minority cultural groups (AC9AMA10E02_E5) 
investigating how First Nations Australians are caring for Country/Place through media arts; for example, 
by direct engagement or using resources created or co-created by First Nations Australians to explore 
how local groups are caring for the local environment and highlighting these issues through media arts
(AC9AMA10E02_E6) 
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VIEWPOINTS – a revised approach
Viewpoints are an inquiry tool for considering the arts from multiple perspectives, as artist or 
as audience. Students can use Viewpoints throughout their learning in The Arts, to:
• frame wondering, reasoning and reflecting
• explore ideas and make decisions
• value multiple perspectives
• express and celebrate identities, ideas and meanings
• think deeply about their own arts works and art created by others.
Viewpoints can be used to explore perspectives and contexts such as:
• Personal and imaginative – fostering students’ agency and voice through reflecting on ideas and putting 

thoughts into action; reflecting on and responding to their own art making; observing and exploring arts 
works and practices

• Cultures and worlds – thinking as artists and as audience about contexts for arts practice; considering 
social, cultural, historical and environmental ideas and meanings that arts works and experiences 
represent and communicate

• Conventions and processes – developing skills; acquiring knowledge; reflecting; creating; developing a 
language to communicate their ideas; exploring techniques; responding to ideas and materials before, 
during and after art making or critiquing.
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VIEWPOINTS

As they make and respond to arts works and experiences, students develop 
questions to explore ideas and meaning. They think and make decisions as artists 
and as audience. Questions in the Viewpoints resource encourage students to 
consider a range of perspectives and to think deeply about their own arts works and 
art created by others. These sample questions from the resource can be adapted to 
suit specific learning contexts.

AC: The Arts Proposed Curriculum – Learning area introduction
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imaginative 

Cultures and worlds Conventions and processes 

• Am I the artist? 
• Who made this artwork? 
• What do I want to know 

or notice about my 
artwork? 

• What do I want others to 
know about my artwork? 

• Who is the audience for 
this artwork? 

• How can I shape my 
artwork to share my 
point of view? 

• Why is this artwork 
working out 
successfully? What am I 
doing creatively? 

• How do I feel about …? 
• What would happen if 

…? 
• Who can I discuss my 

next step with? 
• How can I …? What will 

I need to think about? 
• What does this work 

mean to me? How does 
it represent my identity? 

• What are artworks? 
• Why do artists make work? For whom? 
• What is this artwork about? 
• What do I know about the cultural context for this work? What 

do I want to know? What do I need to know? 
• What are the cultural responsibilities of the artist who made 

this work? 
• Is this work challenging stereotypes or ideas? 
• Where, why and how was this work originally made and 

presented to audiences? 
• What is this work saying about social structures such as those 

associated with identity, religion, politics, gender or class? 
• What was happening in the world when this work was being 

made? 
• What about this work situates it as being created in a particular 

time or place? 
• How does this work communicate with audiences? 
• How does our understanding of a culture or community help us 

communicate effectively? 
• Is my understanding of the work similar or different to 

understandings of other audiences? How? Why? 
• When I create or perform a work what is my cultural message? 
• How does this work relate to my culture? To my life? 
• How can we ensure that artworks are preserved for future 

generations? 
• How can we use the arts to inspire positive action and change? 
• What do we mean when we say that arts works speak across 

time and place? 

• How am I planning to communicate my 
message through my work? 

• What would I like people to feel as they 
experience my work? 

• What do I need to know about this material? 
• Is there a skill I need to practise before I 

begin creating my work? 
• What do I need to know about the 

conventions of this style or form? Am I 
planning to use …? 

• What content am I planning on including in 
my performance? 

• Is this all going according to plan? 
• What alterations have I made along the 

way? 
• Did someone give me an idea or some input 

while I was creating this work? How can I 
/should I acknowledge their contribution? 

• What am I learning about this technique / 
process / form / material ...? 

• Am I pleased with the outcome of my art 
making / performance? 

• How does my work show my skill to others? 
• Does my work communicate my original 

ideas? What changed during the process? 
Why did I decide to make those changes? 

• What did I learn about … by making this 
work, presenting this performance …? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What Viewpoints questions are specific to each arts subject – in each band?What questions do you ask to prompt your students thinking?What questions do students ask?
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Examples of Knowledge and Skills
• Support document that provides examples of knowledge and skills for each of the Arts 

Subjects in each band from F – 10.
• Developed to provide:

• Clearer structure
• More examples, potential to include images, sound and video files

• https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/dance/example-of-
knowledge-and-skills/

• https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/drama/example-of-
knowledge-and-skills/

• https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/media-arts/example-of-
knowledge-and-skills/

• https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/music/example-of-
knowledge-and-skills/

• https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/visual-arts/example-of-
knowledge-and-skills/

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/dance/example-of-knowledge-and-skills/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/drama/example-of-knowledge-and-skills/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/media-arts/example-of-knowledge-and-skills/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/music/example-of-knowledge-and-skills/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/visual-arts/example-of-knowledge-and-skills/
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Proposed EoKS Structure Media Arts F – 10 examples
Media Arts 
Concepts

1. Technologies
2. Representations
3. Institutions
4. Audiences
5. Languages
6. Relationships
7. Sample Viewpoints Questions

Media Arts 
Forms

1. Examples of Media arts forms appropriate 
for each band

2. Sample Viewpoints Questions

Are additional categories required? For example, approaches to using 
stimulus material? Knowledge and skills relating to copyright and 

ICIP? Responding /Interacting with audiences / reflecting / evaluating? 
Cross check with the revised content descriptions, achievement standards 

and elaborations.
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Music F 1-2 3-4 etc.

Elements of Music • pitch
•speaking and singing voice
•higher/lower

•duration/rhythm/time/tempo
• beat – awareness, synchronisation
• grouping/metres – duple, triple
• faster/slower
• Etc.
•Sample viewpoints questions

Listening and aural 
skills

• Listening for instrumentation, patterns/form, feel, mood/atmosphere/feeling, how 
elements are organised/featured
• Using ears/hearing to discriminate and identify use of elements, particularly pitch 
and rhythm
•Sample viewpoints questions

Composing • soundscapes
• Patterns / ostinato
• Sample viewpoints questions

Documenting • Using signs and symbols
• Inventing signs and symbols
• Graphic scores

Instruments • Voices
• Classroom instruments
• Found sound sources
• Digital sound sources

Music for listening, 
learning and 
performing

Types of music, for example
• game songs, speech rhymes, chants
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New or emphasised 
terminology
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• Cultural expressions 
‘expressions that result from the creativity of individuals, groups and societies, and that have 
cultural content’. (UNESCO, 2017)

• Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property protocols
a right identified in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People. Information 
about ICIP in Australia is available on the Australia Council website

• Copyright 
laws that give creators control over their creative material www.copyright.org.au. It does not protect 
ideas, concepts, styles or techniques

• Culture
the arts are part of every culture, cultures are diverse, cultures continue, they need to be 
maintained, they can be challenged and transformed

• Community 
people and cultures exist within, shape and influence communities

https://en.unesco.org/creativity/convention/about/glossary
https://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/programs-and-resources/Protocols-for-using-First-Nations-Cultural-and-Intellectual-Property-in-the-Arts/
http://www.copyright.org.au/
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• Practice
• ways of doing
• ways of thinking
• includes influences, ideas and materials as well as tools and skills

• artistic practice
• collaborative practice
• creative practice
• critical practice
• safe practice

• subject specific practice
• integrated practice

• Practice happens in time and place
• And, generally speaking, practice requires practise
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Inclusion / inclusive, Experience

The curriculum is designed to facilitate an inclusive approach that:
• recognises the diverse physical, sensory or cognitive abilities students use to 

experience arts works and practice.

• allows students to learn in a culturally inclusive and supportive environment free from 
prejudice and discrimination. Culturally inclusive learning recognises the language, 
culture, practices, rituals, knowledges and beliefs of each student and their families

• uses available resources including digital tools

One example of this approach in the revised curriculum, is the use, where possible, of 
‘experience’ rather than view/hear/see etc.
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Exploring, Experimenting, Trialling options
In AC: The Arts students explore
• ideas, practices, works, concepts and contexts, possibilities, techniques, 

processes

Exploring
is often part of a processes for activities such as choreography, composing, 
devising, improvising, planning, designing, understanding materials and 
conventions, making decisions etc.

Students experiment with processes, techniques, materials or technologies, 
express individuality or community or ways to experience the arts

Exploring and experimenting
do not always lead to a product

Trialling options can open new ideas, support risk-taking or be part of a 
decision making process
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• Digital literacy
Revised name for the ICT capability: 

• Digital tools
digital hardware, software, platforms and resources used to develop and 
communicate learning, ideas and information. For example, a digital 
camera or video, a tablet, an app, audio equipment and software, 
screencasting tools, digital instruments, digital brushes, design apps, tools 
for   writing software, documenting, recording, reflecting and more ….

• digital tools can be used for making, for responding, as artist and as 
audience.

• for some students, all their arts learning will be digitally enacted. 
• choosing to use digital tools is a decision for artists and/or their teachers
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https://youtu.be/p0VP33V3Dyw
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Email questions to:
engagement@acara.edu.au

mailto:engagement@acara.edu.au
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Thank you
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